
ELCC 2100
Practicum 3
• Observations for Emergent Planning



Objectives

• Recognize the components of observation 
skills

• Practice seeing the details of an observation

• Demonstrate observation and documentation 
techniques.

After this topic 

presentation and in class 

work, you should be able 

to:



Observations

“If we want our programs 
to be child centred, 
developmentally 
appropriate, and 
responsive, we need to 
try to see the world from 
the child’s point of view 
and take on a stance of 
wondering”

(Stacey, 2009, p. 34)



Why Observe Children

• To learn about children and their 

development

• To better understand each individual child 

and each child within a group

• To understand children’s strengths

• To recognize group dynamics

• To inform emergent curriculum
o Uncover the intent of their play

• To support communication with families

• To strengthen your skills as a co-

researcher

“Nobody sees a flower –
really – it is so small it 
takes time – we haven’t 
time – and to see takes 
time”

(O’Keeffe, as cited in Curtis, 2017, p. 3)

(Martin, 2010)



Types of Observations

Sampling Observation

An observation in which (a) examples of behaviour are 

recorded as they occur, (b) behaviours are recorded as they 

are demonstrated at previously decided intervals, or (c)  

“work” samples are gathered.

Types of Sampling Observations

• Time Sampling – a record of specific behaviours within a 

given period of time

• Event Sampling – a record of occurrences of behaviours 

including frequency, duration, causality, severity, and 

triggers. (Martin, 2010)



Types of Observations

Narrative Observation

A written sequential account of what is perceived

Types of Narrative Observation

• Running Record – includes everything possible that the 

child says and does. 

• Anecdotal Record – a brief account of a selected incident or 

behaviour written soon after it occurs. A snapshot.

• Diary Record - is a day-by-day written account 

(Martin, 2010)



Types of Observations

Types of Observations used for 

Planning Emergent Curriculum

• Running Records

• Anecdotal Recording

• Digital Photograph

• Videotaping

• Audiotaping

(Stacey, 2009, p. 37)

“When educators closely 
observe children’s play, they 
can plan further 
opportunities for children to
create and test theories 
within active and social play 
situations”

(Makovichuk et al., 2015, p. 58)



The Objectivity Continuum

Objective Subjective

• There are no absolutes
• All observations fall between two opposites
• Objectivity is usually desirable
• Subjectivity is not always “wrong”
• Appreciation of the reasons for the degree of 

objectivity is always essential

(Martin, 2010)



Skills for Observation
Objective

• Objective observations are based 
on what we observed using our 
senses.  We record exactly what 
we see, hear, taste, touch, and 
smell

• Objective information is based on 
the facts we gather. If we don’t 
see it, we don’t report it. We 
report only details and provide 
vivid descriptions

Subjective

• Subjective observations are often 
influenced by our past events, 
personal experiences and 
opinions, and can be biased based 
on our cultural backgrounds

• Subjective information is based on 
our opinions, assumptions, 
personal beliefs, prejudice feelings 
or can be based on suspicions, 
rumors and guesses



Objective

1. Stephanie loved to hug her dolls.

2. Doni stayed in the block corner building with little unit blocks.

3. Joti coloured out of the lines after the teacher told her it is okay 
to do so.

4. Sandra screamed because she wanted to play with the blue car.

5. Lori stayed quiet and didn’t talk to anyone.

6. John likes it when rock music is on.

7. Emanuel plays too many video games at home.

SubjectiveOR

(Reynolds, 2020)



Planning for Observation
• Have your observation tools on hand
• Choose a familiar and informal setting, 

something that is natural to the child
• When learning, choose a familiar child
• Define the purpose – why are you observing? 

Having a focus supports you in knowing what 
to record and when to record

• Choose a strategy (running record, anecdotal)
• Plan a time

• Do you have extra support in the room?

• When are children engaged in child-
initiated play?

• In there a quiet time?

Be 
Prepared



Capturing Children’s Ideas

• Take observations of children engaged in play
o What are they playing at?
o What is the intent of the play?
o Do they seem to have a repetitive idea 

that they keep coming back to? 
• Listen carefully and write down their dialogue

• Watch for how children use materials

• Watch for changes in play

• You don’t need to wait for development 

milestones

(Stacey, 2009, p. 36)



“Seeing children is about 
seeing the details of their 
remarkable ideas and 
actions… the secret to 
seeing children is to 
understand that most 
seemingly ordinary events 
have great significance if 
you stop to notice and 
study them”

(Curtis, 2017, pp. 3, 5) (Edmonton Public Library, 2021)



Observations

Read the article, Seeing 
Children’s Lively Minds at 
Work, by Deb Curtis

Reflective Questions
• What lines stood out to you?
• What did you notice about the 

observations of children’s play?
• How will you bring this into your 

work?



Cultivating the Ability 
and Skills to See Children
• Slow down
• Notice and suspend adult agendas
• Study photos to see more
• Pay attention to the small details of 

children’s intentions
• Try out what children are doing
• See children’s strengths
• Use a Thinking Lens ©

v

(Curtis, 2017, pp. 7-11)



A Thinking 
Lens

(Curtis, 2017, p. 12)



Observation Practice



(Susie, 2024)



Descriptions Interpretations

Observation Practice



Descriptions Interpretations
• Two children are squatting on the grass 

outdoors near some bushes with a 
white plastic bin between them 
containing various cut leaves and 
branches.

• The interaction between the two children 
suggests a collaborative or parallel play 
scenario.

• The bin contains a mix of colourful leaves 
and small branches, indicating that they have 
been working on this activity for some time.

• Both children are holding blue plastic 
scissors.

• The boy is extending his hands and 
fingers while he holds the scissors as if 
to open and close them.

• He is skillfully examining the scissors to see 
how they work for cutting plant material

• In the second photo, the girl is looking 
closely at the yellow leaves and smiling 
slightly.

• The girl is focused on examining the leaf, 
perhaps considering its size, shape, or 
texture.

• She is enjoying herself

Observation Practice



Components of Observations

• Descriptive details to support your interpretations
o Consider actions, facial expressions, body 

language, and tone of voice
o Use adjectives, verbs, and adverbs

• Objectivity and observer bias

• Specificity

• Directness

• Mood

• Completeness

(Curtis & Carter, 2013; Stacey, 2009)



Components Interpretations

Objectivity • The boy is holding one pair of scissors while looking at 
them as he moves them with his hands and his fingers.

Specificity • It is free play time outside, and the boy has chosen to 
work with the scissors and the brightly coloured leaves 
and twigs in the bin.

Directness • The boy has a slight smile as he calls out to those around 
him, “I can cut the leaves so good with these!”

Mood • The boy has a focussed look on his face as he examines 
the scissors.  He watches his hands as he skillfully opens 
and closes the scissors.  With excitement in his voices he 
calls out, “I can cut the leaves so good with these!”

Components of Observations

(Curtis & Carter, 2013)



Observation Practice



Practice Writing an Anecdotal Observation

1. Watch the video

2. Write a one paragraph objective observation
• Remember to set the context:

Location, date & time
Name of children involved

• Give your reader a complete picture of what happened – you need a 
beginning, middle, and an ending

• Keep everything in the correct sequence
• Include direct quotes
• More specific and relevant details = a better observation 
• Use objective language – only what you see & hear (NO feeling or opinions)

3. Share your observations in small groups

Remember, this is a 
snapshot – not a 
running record



Practice Observation Writing

• Watch the video 
then write an 
observation.

• Share 
your observations 
in small groups

It is just after snack 
in the childcare 
centre.  Ben and 
Lane, both 4, are 
using Unifix cubes.



Observations – Step #1 – WHAT/Noticing
Small Group Sharing

Did the observation include context:
• Where is this happening
• Who is involved (Ben & Lane)
• Date & time

Did the observation paint a clear and detailed picture of what happened?

(what did you see, what did you hear)

Did the observation have a beginning, middle, and an ending

Was the observation specific?

Did the observation use objective language?

Did the observation contain direct quotes



ELCC Observation Workbook

Student Requirements

Observation #1 – between Sept. 16-27
(due Oct. 02 at 8:00 AM)

• Observations will need to typed and 
uploaded to Moodle

• 10 (at minimum) quality observations
• 2 (at minimum) quality peer reviews





Example
Observation
(Step #1) 

WHAT?
Notice



(Step #2)

Now 
WHAT?
Name

Example Observation

(Step #3)

So WHAT?
Nurture



Post-Assessment
1. What is one thing you learned from this 

class?

2. Do you have any lingering questions

Homework

For further reflection

• Slow down - pay attention to 
the details revealed in 
children's problem-solving 
skills, creativity, and 
emotional responses

Consider, how these 
observations can inform your 
curriculum planning?
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